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Dr. Louis Knowles joined the Vellore CMC Board as President on January 4, 2002.
D r. K n owles served as Executive Director of Oiko c redit USA, an organization that

extends low interest credit for development of poor communities in countries around the
world. He has also worked with the Council on Foundations as Director for International
Programs and with the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA as coordi-
nator for world hunger concerns and welfare issues.

Dr. Knowles is an ordained minister of the Presbyterian Church (USA). A graduate of
Stanford University, he received his Doctor of Ministry from San Francisco Theological
S e m i n a ry. D r. K n owles also earned the Master of Public A d m i n i s t ration degree fro m
Harvard University.

Dr. Knowles remarked, “The Vellore Board’s distinguished history of Christian service
and professional excellence is a wonderful gift to humanity. I look forward to carrying
this tradition into the new century.”

Board of Directors Appoint Rev. D r. Louis L. K n owles 

First Corinthians 13 was a much quoted text at the
2002 Vellore CMC&H Consultation. Held January 20-
23 in the Ida Scudder Auditorium on the College
Campus, the Consultation brought together over 200
s t a f f, s t u d e n t s , a l u m n i , a dv i s e rs and friends of the
i n s t i t u t i o n . The Rev. A . C . Oomen opened with a
reflection on Pa u l ’s hymn to Christian love , but he
also cautioned the attendees with the wo rds of the
evangelist John in his Revelation, who told the believ-
ers in Ephesus that they had “lost their first love.”

For three days, the Consultation wrestled with the
question of how to maintain our “first love” for God
and for the people of India. The forces of materialism
and globalization challenge our commitments and
fo rce us to re - examine our goals. H ow can Ve l l o re
CMC&H continue to be a center for loving care in an
increasingly competitive health industry? How can an
institution that now sees over a million outpatients a
year show forth Christian love toward each of them?
H ow can we cope with growing corruption and cy n i-
cism in high places? 

In response, the assembly developed and approved
ambitious goals for the coming decade. The re h ab
institute will add the Paul Brand floor to upgra d e
quality and quantity of care; mental health and low
cost effective care will ex p a n d . R e s e a rch fa c i l i t i e s
will be enlarged. More staff housing will be built and

more efficient and environmentally sound water and
waste systems will be installed. A new medical educa-
tion building will be launched, where new courses of
s t u dy will include nu rse pra c t i t i o n e r, nuclear medi-
cine and dialysis nu rs i n g . The College will add an
e n t i re new department of biomedical engineering.
These are just a few of the many goals for the decade
outlined in the consultation report.

All agreed that these improvements and plans will
be as nothing if we “have not love.”

The Vellore Consultation 2002: “The Greatest of These is Love”

With Dr. Scudder’s statue in the background, past and
future directors; Drs. Pulimood, LBM Joseph, Joyce
Ponnaiya, George Chandy and V.I. Mathan meet at the
Consultation.
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Current CMC&H Director,

Dr. Joyce Ponnaiya 

with Dr. George Chandy,

current Medical

Superintendent and 

newly appointed Director

of CMC&H, standing in

front of a portrait of 

Dr. Ida Scudder.

At the Ve l l o re Christian Medical College &
Hospital Council Meeting, held in India on Ja nu a ry
17-18, 2002, one of the new appointments was that of
CMC Medical Superintendent, Dr. George M. Chandy,
P rofessor of Gastro e n t e ro l ogy and Hepatolog y, a s
D i re c t o r-Designate of CMC&H. D r. C h a n dy, a CMC
a l u m nu s , b a t ch of ‘67 also did a postgra d u a t e
Hospital Administration course at CMC in collabora-

tion with Tulane University.
D r. C h a n dy will begin his service as Director on

September 26, 2 0 0 2 , upon completion of Dr. Joy c e
Ponnaiya’s term.

C o n gra t u l a t i o n s , D r. C h a n dy! Our felicitations to
D r. Po n n a i ya , for her many ye a rs of service at
C M C & H . We wish her well as she looks fo r wa rd to
future years of service at Vellore.

New Director Appointed at CMC&H

A group of medical alumni has come together in
an attempt to increase re s o u rces for re s e a rch at
Ve l l o re CMC&H. This effort dovetails with the
results of the Ja nu a ry consultation at Ve l l o re , d u r-
ing which many staff ex p ressed the need for an
o rg a n i zed system of helping re s e a rch e rs to obtain
gra n t s . Th e re was also discussion about the desir-
ability of creating an inve n t o ry of basic re s e a rch
equipment that could be shared by many depart-
m e n t s . The consultation ended with a re c o m m e n-
dation that a new position, Vice Principal fo r
R e s e a rch , be created in the medical college.

In response to this initiative , the Ve l l o re CMC
B o a rd (USA) at its Feb r u a ry 22 meeting estab-
l is hed a new endowment  fund:  “ E n h a n c i n g
Academic Excellence - Research .” Donations to
this fund will be held in perpetuity by the board ,
and the income will be fo r wa rded annu a l ly for the
use of the vice principal for re s e a rch in Ve l l o re .

D r. Ajit Va rk i , s p o ke s p e rson for the alumni
gro u p, re m a rked “Academic excellence and the
spirit of enquiry have been a long-standing tra-
dition at CMC&H and have played a critical ro l e
of sustaining both the high quality of medical
education and the caring mission. R e s e a rch in
particular is also a key factor in maintaining the
national and internat ional reputat ion  of this
i n s t i t u t i o n , w h i ch in turn impacts dire c t ly and
i n d i re c t ly on its other primary missions. O u r
alumni group has developed various initiative s
to support re s e a rch at Ve l l o re , including ra i s i n g
the seed money to begin this important endow-
m e n t . We hope that additional alumni as well as
other we l l - w i s h e rs will ra l ly around this cause.”
Tax-deductible contributions for the new endow-
ment can be sent at any time to the Ve l l o re CMC
B o a rd (USA).

Enhancing Academic Excellence - Research
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During my recent visit to Ve l l o re CMC&H, I wa s
urged by several people to seek out Dr. Atanu Kumar
Jana, head of the Neonatology Department. Dr. Jana,
it was said, had pioneered in the care of pre m a t u re
babies in a place where the most expensive and latest
t e ch n o l ogies used in the U. S . and Europe we re
b eyond re a ch . When I was able to meet Dr. Ja n a ,
these reports proved to be true.
Using his inherent genius fo r
s u ch things, D r. Jana has deve l-
oped techniques such as “kanga-
roo care .” This simply means
that he has found that very pre-
m a t u re bab i e s , who are in con-
stant danger of hy p o t h e r m i a ,
benefit gre a t ly from being
placed for extended periods of
time on their mother’s chest. The
warmth and regular breathing of
the mother stimulates the baby
to also breathe regularly, a prob-
lem for many of them.

Dr. Jana’s neonatology depart-
ment is the only one serving a
vast population in three states,
Tamil Nadu, Kanataka and
A n d ra Pra d e s h . Thousands of
premature babies, some weighing
as little as two pounds, are saved
eve ry year by the wo rk of Dr.
Jana and his staff. Medical staff
f rom all over India and as fa r
away as Nigeria come to Ve l l o re
to learn Dr. Jana’s techniques.

K av i t h a ’s story is a wonderful testimony to the
importance of the neonatology unit.

L. Knowles

Kavitha
On December 26th, a nun at Sishu Bhavan, a home

for women and ch i l d re n , in Ve l l o re tow n , run by
Mother Te re s a ’s Sisters of Charity, s h ive red in the
cold as she went to unlock the front door. O p e n i n g
the door, she saw a baby lying, wrapped in a thin rag.
Sometimes new born babies are abandoned on the
d o o rs t e p, but this was the tiniest baby she had eve r
seen. Sister tenderly picked up the baby girl and car-
ried her inside. The nuns named the baby, K av i t h a .
Th ey swa ddled her in a warm blanke t , phoned the

Neonatal Staff Work to Save Babies
Neonatal Department at CMC&H, and took the baby
in the van to the hospital department that looks after
s i ck and tiny newborn bab i e s . She weighed 1.14 Kg
(2.5 pounds), and was ex t re m e ly pre m a t u re , so she
was admitted to the high-risk area of the nu rs e ry,
where she was placed in an incubator. After stabiliz-
ing the baby with fluids, oxygen and drugs, the doc-

t o rs we re able to start feeding
t h rough a stomach tube. D ay s
later her weight rose to 1.5 kg
(3.3 pounds). Still in her incuba-
t o r, she was tra n s f e r red to the
low risk area of the nursery.

H ow the nu rses and doctors
enjoyed caring for Kavitha; feed-
i n g , c u ddling and caring for her!
E ven in the vital wo rk of caring
for 60 or so babies in the thre e
nu rs e r i e s , t h e re was still time to
pause at Kav i t h a ’s cra d l e , t o
wa t ch and to smile at this
o rp h a n . She had pro b ab ly been
born on Christmas Day. In what
d e s p e rate situation had her
mother been that she could find
no room for her baby daughter?
But all was not lost. The Sisters of
C h a r i t y, t ogether with the
Neonatal Staff at CMC&H re s-
cued this child and gave her life.
They gave her the best of medical
c a re and tender loving concern.
Donations from friends of Vellore

paid for the cost of her hospital stay. When Kavitha’s
weight re a ched 2.5 kg (5.5 pounds), the Sister took
her home and found her adoptive parents.

D r. Jana standing by a premature child
lying in a special lighted cradle to com-
bat jaundice. The mechanism was built
by local women in the workshops spon-
sored by Ve l l o r e ’s Community Health
and Development program.

Call us at 1-800-875-6370 if you have 
any questions or would like 

information about the Vellore Board 
and CMC&H Vellore.

TOLL FREE NUMBER



At the October 12, 2001 Annual Meeting of the Vellore
B o a rd USA, the Nominating Committee, ch a i red by
Susan Mathew, p resented a slate for election of new
members.

Members elected to the Corporate body were:
Susan Cherian Jobi David Diane Jedlicka

Eric Gordon Ruby Nakka Annie Johnson Samuel
Cherian Thomas George Varughese Elizabeth Wolfe

Members elected to the Board of Directors were:
George Varughese Dorothy Williams

At the October 13, 2001 Board Meeting, Board Officers
were elected:

Mani M. Mani Chair of the Board
Ruth Case Secretary
James Leach Treasurer
Elise Youth Chair of Personnel Committee 
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Corporate and Board 
Members Elected

Changes in life occur and so do the needs and
o b j e c t ives of our estate plans. As life goes on our
c i rcumstances change  and  these changes may
affect our future plans. We don’t always take the
time to keep up with important details, s u ch as
updating wills  and other legal documents. Is  it
time for you to revisi t  your current  plans and
m a ke ch a n g e s ?

N ew tax law s , some of which have become effec-
t ive this year and other laws which may affect
your plans in the near future , m ay re q u i re yo u r
c o n s i d e ra t i o n .

To help you with your ch a r i t able estate plan-
n i n g , send for information from the Ve l l o re Board ,
ava i l able without cost or obligation through the
P re s byterian Church (USA) Fo u n d a t i o n . C o n t a c t
the Ve l l o re Board at 212-870-2640, or visit our web
page at www. ve l l o re c m c b o a rd . o rg .

Planning Together for a Future

The Ve l l o re CMC Board (USA) is pleased to announce
the creation of the Marg a ret E. Wilson Hab e r m a n
Memorial Fund. Income from this endowment will be
used for sch o l a rships for women in the colleges of medi-
cine and nu rs i n g . Mr Harry Hab e r m a n , of  Denve r,

C o l o ra d o, p rovided the
founding gift of $25,000
in memory of his
b e l oved wife, M a rg a re t ,
who passed away in
Ju n e , 2001 at the age of
9 7 . M rs Haberman wa s
the daughter of Dr H. S .
Wi l s o n , a Pre s by t e r i a n
medical missionary who
s e rved thirty ye a rs in
I n d i a . D r, Wilson also
was the second principal
of Kodaikanal Sch o o l , a n
institution that has edu-
cated many missionary

ch i l d ren over the ye a rs . M r. H aberman said, “ My wife
a d m i red Dr. Ida Scudd e r ’s pioneering efforts to open
medical schools to wo m e n . We enjoyed fifty-nine ye a rs of
a beautiful marriage, and I wish to create this fund in
honor of Marg a re t , so future generations of women may
be trained to care for the poor in India.”

Margaret E. Wilson Haberman
Memorial Fund

When Pauline Webb, of Wilmington, DE passed away
in Feb r u a ry, 2002 she fulfilled her wish to support
Ve l l o re ’s mission through her bequest of $6,628 to the
Vellore Board USA.

A long-time supporter of this ministry, she made her
first gift 20 years ago, in 1982. Our appreciation for the
support and future planning of Ms. Webb.

Pauline S. Webb Estate

VELLORE CHRISTIAN MEDICAL 
COLLEGE BOARD (USA), INC.

475 Riverside Drive, Rm. 243, New York, NY 10115
Toll Free: 800-875-6370    Tel: 212-870-2640    

Fax: 212-870-2173
Email: usaboard@vellorecmc.org

Web site: www.vellorecmc.org
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The mission of the Vellore Christian Medical 
College Board (USA), Inc., in response to the 
healing ministry of Christ and inspired by the 

legacy of Dr. Ida S. Scudder, is to provide a 
focus for excellence and integrity through the 
support of the wide range of programs of the 

Christian Medical College and Hospital,
Vellore, India.


