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n June 2020, CMC alumnus, Dr. Ankit 

Bharat (Batch ’97), performed the first 

double lung transplant on a COVID-19 

patient at Northwestern Medicine in 

Chicago, IL. Prior to this pioneering 

achievement, Dr. Bharat had already 

distinguished himself as a skilled surgeon 

and scientist. Among many leadership 

positions and roles, Dr. Bharat is a Harold 

L. & Margaret N. Method Research 

Professor of Surgery, and the Chief 

of Thoracic Surgery at Northwestern 

University. He has won numerous awards 

and has published more than 100 peer-

reviewed papers in top scientific journals.

After a full night of back-to-back 

surgeries, Dr. Bharat sat with Foundation 

Board Chair, Dr. Philip Ninan (Batch ’69), 

to discuss his most recent achievements, 

his drive for excellence, and the impact of 

his CMC education on his personal and 

professional life. 

Philip Ninan:  As an outstanding 
clinician, researcher, and educator, 
you are “a triple threat” in academic 
medicine. Tell us a little bit about 
yourself and how you came to be the 
professional you are.

Ankit Bharat: I was raised by physicians in 

Northern India: my dad is a pulmonologist, 

and my mom is a pathologist. So growing 

up, I was introduced to the idea of 

pursuing medicine. After high school, 

my dad strongly advised me to apply 

to Christian Medical College (CMC). I 

trusted his advice and decided to apply 

to CMC, but I did tell him there was no 

possible way I [would be one of only] 

seven open candidates they accepted 

at the time. I was a fine student in high 

school, but I was not top of my class. 

At the same time, I was applying 

to universities in the U.S. and had 

been accepted to the University of 

Pennsylvania with a pretty good 

scholarship. I had my dorm room selected 

and flight booked, but I was called back to 

CMC [after I’d given my written exam]. 

I made the second trip for a three-day 

interview process, and I really enjoyed it. 

They evaluate team leading abilities, the 

ability to work together, and the ability to 

support each other, and I realized these 

are the kind of peers I would love to get 

trained with. 
(continued on page 4)

 Innovation In Service of Humanity: 
An Interview with Dr. Ankit Bharat (Batch '97)

- DR.  ANKIT BHARAT

"At CMC, you're exposed to some of the most 

cutting-edge technologies at the main hospital, 

but then you're also getting posted in some of the 

most underserved villages and you have to come 

up with creative solutions to help people."

Click here to view the full interview with  

Dr. Philip Ninan and Dr. Ankit Bharat

“Ida S: An Appreciation”  
ORATION BY DR. JAMES H. TAYLOR

The 9th Annual Dr. Ida S. Scudder 

Humanitarian Oration was held

on the 150th birth anniversary of

CMC Founder, Dr. Ida Sophia Scudder.

Read more on page 3.

Click here to watch the recording.

https://vellorecmc.org/newsroom/featured-stories/innovation-in-service-of-humanity-an-interview-with-dr-ankit-bharat-batch-97/
https://vellorecmc.org/newsroom/featured-stories/9th-annual-dr-ida-s-scudder-humanitarian-oration-coincides-with-150th-anniversary-of-idas-birth/
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR 

UPCOMING EVENTS

MARCH 12:  “FINDING YOUR 

WAY HOME”

A sermon presented by Reverend 

Santhosh George, Pastor of the 

Ormiston Community Baptist 

Church, Auckland, New Zealand.

APRIL 16:  EXPERIENCING 

CHRIST’S STRENGTH: 

FRONTLINE HEALTHCARE IN 

A PANDEMIC

A lecture presented by Julia 

Wattacheril, MD, MPH, a 

clinician investigator, transplant 

hepatologist, and director of the 

adult nonalcoholic fatty liver 

disease program at Columbia 

University Irving Medical Center 

– NY Presbyterian Hospital.

THINKING ABOUT 

INCORPORATING 

CHARITABLE GIVING INTO 

YOUR ESTATE PLAN?

The  information necessary 

to include CMC in your will is 

provided below.

Charity: Vellore Christian Medical 

College Foundation, Inc. 

Address: 475 Riverside Drive 

Suite 725 New York, NY 10115 

Tax ID#: 13-2735359

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends of CMC and the Vellore CMC Foundation,

Welcome and thank you for making the time to read and enjoy the 

Foundation’s Winter 2021 edition of Voices of Vellore! While I do not wish 

to ignore the significant impact of the coronavirus pandemic on each of 

our lives, I do want to take a moment to highlight some notable events that 

occurred in concurrence with this unimaginable public health crisis. Top of 

mind is that in the September 2020 edition of the Harvard Business Review, CMC was featured 

for its “dedication to excellence and commitment to service”.  The article discusses CMC’s use of 

the “obliquity” principle, resulting in more effective immunization and maternal-care programs due 

to CMC’s ability to also meet the socioeconomic needs of the communities it serves.  

CMC also found itself in the limelight at home, recognized as the #1 Private Medical College (and 

second overall) by "India Today", and as the recipient of the D.L. Shah Gold Quality Award for 

“Continuous Quality Improvement”.  Related to its COVID response, CMC was also recognized for 

its “Workplace Safety”, its “Excellence in Hospital Preparedness” and as the “Best Charity Hospital 

Serving COVID Patients”.

During 2020, the medical schools at NYU and Johns Hopkins University were each praised for their 

decision to award scholarships to every student admitted into their academic programs. Worth 

noting is that CMC has championed a subsidized tuition policy since its inception in 1918, resulting 

not only in the receipt of an extraordinary education, but also a socioeconomic phenomenon – 

CMC’s educational opportunities have broken the cycle of poverty for many of the families in India 

whose children were accepted into the medical college within just two more generations.

The benefits of a CMC education have also been realized by professionals and patients alike within 

the United States Healthcare System. Currently, the Chair of Biochemistry and Molecular Genetics 

at the University of Virginia, the Chair of Infection Prevention and Control at Mayo Clinic, the 

Professor of Medicine and Health Sciences & Technology at Harvard Medical School, the Chief of 

Thoracic Surgery at Northwestern Medicine, and a host of others all received their MBBS degrees 

from CMC. Featured in this edition of Voices of Vellore is an interview with Dr. Ankit Bharat, the 

Chief of Thoracic Surgery at Northwestern Medicine.

Also in this edition, we pay tribute to Dr. James Taylor, recipient of the 9th Annual Dr. Ida S. 

Scudder Oration Award, while celebrating the 150th birth anniversary of Aunt Ida. Our Alumni in 

the News segment showcases the work of Dr. Vinciya Pandian (CON ’92). We provide an update 

on the fine work of Dr. Anu Rose and her team in the Jawadhi Hills while also highlighting the 

advancements made in the ASHA-funded program designed to improve the medical outcomes of 

babies born with asphyxia, a leading cause of newborn mortality in India. 

As in the past, it is my genuine hope that you find all aspects of this edition of Voices of Vellore both 

informative and enjoyable! 

Sincerely,

https://hbr.org/2020/09/when-business-as-usual-isnt-working-look-to-nonprofits-for-inspiration
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(continued from page 1)

"Ida is most celebrated, quoted, emulated for the 
values which she brought to her life, her work, and 
which she passed on to CMC.”

T
he 9th Annual Dr. Ida S. Scudder 

Humanitarian Oration was held 

on the 150th birth anniversary 

of CMC Founder, Dr. Ida Sophia 

Scudder. 

Together with the Christian Medical 

College, the Vellore CMC Foundation 

established the Dr. Ida S. Scudder 

Humanitarian Oration to perpetuate 

the humanitarian ideals and values seen 

in the life of Dr. Ida Scudder, with the 

objective of inspiring and encouraging 

current and future generations to 

embrace these same ideals. Each year, 

the Oration honors an individual who 

best exemplifies the humanitarian love 

in action characterized by “Aunt Ida”, 

and whose life today serves as a worthy 

model for others to emulate.

On December 9th, 2020, CMC and the 

Foundation were delighted to honor Dr. 

James Hamilton Taylor for his lifetime 

of humanitarian efforts, his unwavering 

friendship with and support of CMC 

Vellore and his family relationship to 

Ida Scudder. Dr. Taylor is the great-

great grandson of Dr. Ida's uncle, Dr. 

Silas Scudder, founder of Scudder 

Memorial Hospital, Ranipet. Until his 

recent retirement, Dr. Taylor served 

as the Medical Director in Radiation 

Oncology at Ascension Cancer Care – 

All Saints in Racine, WI. Alongside his 

clinical practice, Dr. Taylor has been 

active in conducting clinical research. 

He chaired the Ascension Southeast 

Wisconsin Regional Cancer Committee. 

He served on the Executive Committee 

of his hospital and as president of his 

medical group.

On the 150th birth anniversary of 

Dr. Ida, Dr. Taylor celebrated her life’s 

achievements, speaking reverently 

about her life story. He reminded 

attendees that of all her groundbreaking 

accomplishments in establishing the 

institution that is CMC today, she is 

most “celebrated, quoted, emulated 

for the values which she brought to her 

life, her work, and which she passed on 

to CMC.” CMC, he noted, is a value-

driven institution, where values turn 

into action and can be witnessed at 

institutional programs such as the 

Jawadhi Hills project, RUHSA, and the 

Low-Cost-Effective-Care Unit. 

As a member of the Scudder family, 

Dr. Taylor knew of Ida’s story and the 

history of the Scudder missionaries, 

but it was not until 2013 that he would 

become intimately aware of the rich 

lives led by his missionary ancestors 

and Ida’s impact. “Fitting to a family 

renowned for its strong women, I came 

to CMC through another such person, 

my wife Susan, who is also a physician”. 

Dr. Taylor explains that his wife Susan 

encouraged his visit to CMC in 2013, 

where he also reacquainted himself 

with family and the Scudder Association 

Foundation. Since then, both he and 

his wife have developed friendships 

and partnerships with CMC. Susan 

established a mutually beneficial 

relationship between her institution, 

the Medical College of Wisconsin and 

CMC, like programs already in place 

which connect Tufts University, Weill 

Cornell Medical College and University 

of Kansas to CMC. 

Drs. James and Susan Taylor may 

stand on the shoulders of previous 

generations of Scudders, but they 

are now the standard-bearers for 

generations to come. The values 

imbibed through a rich family history of 

service to others are manifested in their 

actions and their unique relationship 

with CMC. “Be there, consistently” Dr. 

Taylor shared, because it is through 

collective contributions that we can 

make the impossible possible.  

“Ida S: An Appreciation” – Oration Delivered by Dr. James Hamilton Taylor

Dr. James Hamilton Taylor and Family with CMC Dean Dr. Anna  Pulimood
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[CMC] is selecting some really talented 

people who are not just the best in 

academics, but they're just going to be 

great people. 

After my medical training at CMC, I 

came to the U.S. to pursue a career with 

a heavy focus on basic sciences. At that 

time and for my level, I was quite exposed 

to the idea of research. I had worked 

with Dr. Ramakrishna (Batch ’69), who 

was writing a lot of important papers in 

the field, including one in The Lancet. Dr. 

[Gagandeep] Kang (Batch ’81) was there 

as well, and she was very supportive of 

research, and then Dr. Mammen Chandy 

(Batch ’67), who had run a very successful 

hematology program at CMC. Very few 

medical schools at that time gave you that 

exposure to investigative medicine and 

fostering that culture of science. 

I went to Washington University in St. 

Louis, and once I finished my surgical 

and cardiothoracic surgery training 

programs, I joined Northwestern 

Medicine mostly because they had no 

lung transplant program, and it would be 

a great opportunity to start one. One of 

my mentors at Wash U was Dr. Alexander 

Patterson, a world-renowned surgeon in 

the cardiothoracic field, who did the first 

successful double lung transplant in 1986 

in Toronto. I wanted to really be impactful 

in lung transplant and Northwestern 

gave me that opportunity to start a lung 

transplant program and then shape it 

the way I wanted it. I joined in 2013 and 

then we did the first lung transplant at 

Northwestern on July 4, 2014. Now we 

are the largest program in the state. Two 

years ago, I was asked to take over as the 

head of thoracic surgery for Northwestern 

Medicine, which I accepted and have built 

a team that I’m very proud of.

PN: About six months ago you 
performed the first double lung 
transplant in a COVID-19 patient. Can 
you tell us how that came about and 
what drove you to that decision?

AB:  One of the divisions of the [lung 

transplant] program was to always think 

about innovation. When the [COVID-19] 

pandemic hit, I was one of the members 

on the COVID-19 task force, and in my 

capacity as the head of thoracic surgery, 

and the director of transplant and ECMO 

programs, I was seeing a lot of patients 

who were progressing to permanent lung 

damage and then ultimately dying from 

the complications of COVID-19 despite 

the best medical treatment. 

So, we thought if we could establish 

permanent lung damage in a patient and 

then establish that the virus has been 

cleared from the body, we could possibly 

help them by doing a lung transplant. By 

mid-April we [re-opened] some of our 

basic science labs, and we started working 

quite aggressively trying to develop certain 

techniques in the lab that would allow us 

to answer those two questions: (1) has 

a permanent lung injury occurred in the 

patient? and (2) has the virus left the body?

Then, we needed to understand what 

the inside of the chest looked like after 

COVID-19 had destroyed the lungs, so 

I started a warm autopsies program in 

patients, which includes going into the 

patient's room within one hour of death. 

We had also developed other techniques, 

including matrix imaging that studies the 

architecture of the lung, and for the first 

time, we found that in some patients, 

they end up developing permanent 

lung damage. We then did a lot of work 

with single cell RNA sequencing using 

highly sophisticated technologies, then 

we developed machine learning based 

algorithms to predict or recognize 

patients who have permanent lung 

damage. We also had to develop another 

virus testing technique called RNA scope, 

which allows us to not only visualize the 

virus in the lungs, but also whether it's 

replicating or not. Once we combine all this 

information, then we can identify patients 

who have permanent damage and who 

have cleared the virus and then get them 

to transplant. Ultimately, it stemmed from 

the recognition of a necessity and seeing a 

lot of these patients die early on. 

PN: Tell us a little bit about your research 
and how it is the flip side of the coin of 
your technical work. 

AB: I'll share a story with you, which I 

haven't told many people, to emphasize 

how important research can be. When I 

came to Northwestern, Alec told me ‘if 

you are successful, you will be the first 

trainee to come out of a fellowship and 

start a lung transplant program from 

scratch. But then, if you're not successful, 

you will also make history as my trainee 

with the shortest career in surgery”. 

The first surgery we performed went well, 

Photo Credit: Northwestern Memorial

"[CMC] is selecting some really talented people who 
are not just the best in academics, but they're just go-
ing to be great people."

(continued from page 1)
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but about 10 days into the transplant, 

the patient developed a problem called 

hyperammonemia syndrome, which 

affected 5% of all lung transplant 

recipients globally and kills them. I called 

Alex because I knew [my patient] was 

going to die as well. Alex said one of his 

patients had died in 1986 with the same 

problem, and now over 30 years later, 

there was still no solution. 

I was very disappointed because this 

guy was in his 40s, and he trusted me. 

He was going to be the first transplant 

recipient.  So [with one technician on my 

team] and some grant funds, I started to 

investigate. At that point people thought 

the cause was inborn error of urea 

cycle metabolism, but it didn't explain 

a lot of other things that these patients 

experienced. So, I took that observation 

to the lab, and one thing after the other, 

[this] ultimately led to the discovery of this 

molecule “ureaplasma”, which we found 

out later is a donor transmitted infection. 

This led the discovery of this organism 

and a cure for a lethal problem that was 

killing about 5% of lung recipients and 

now no one dies of it. 

So, I think having basic science or any 

kind of research background, gives us 

that one extra tool to ask questions 

and find answers. For me, having those 

tools allows me to take some technical 

problems and questions and be in a better 

position to find those answers.

PN: In many ways you've excelled in 
the path that you have chosen. Do 
you wonder what if you had taken the 
alternative path and gone to pre-med at 
UPenn? 

AB:  I do not actually ever think about that 

because I feel that going to CMC was such 

a perfect decision for me. At CMC, you're 

exposed to some of the most cutting-

edge technologies at the main hospital, 

but then you're also getting posted in 

some of the most underserved villages 

and you have to come up with creative 

solutions to help people. Now we didn't 

have solutions all the time but working 

in a really rural community hospital 

and having to deliver a twin pregnancy 

with minimal resources and trying to 

do your best, helps you understand the 

importance of innovation and not just 

taking resources for granted. 

The [last] thing is that despite getting one 

of the best educations, I came out with no 

student loans from CMC, and that gave 

me the freedom and flexibility to pursue 

basic science and do whatever I truly 

wanted to do. I don't look back at what 

would be, but I am 100% convinced that 

going to CMC was absolutely the right 

thing for me, and it has played a big role in 

where I am today. 

To view the full interview, please visit our 

website at www.vellorecmc.org. 

(continued from page 4)

"I don't look back at what would be, but I am a hun-
dred percent convinced that going to CMC was abso-
lutely the right thing for me and played a big role in 
where I am today."

CMC Researchers Among the Top 2% of the Best Scientists in the World

In December 2020, Stanford 

University, in concert with 

the publishing house Else-

vier and SciTech Strategies, 

published a ranking of the 

2% of the best scientists in 

the world. Looking at several 

indicators, this study analyzed data from 1996 through 2019, 

covering close to 7 million scientists in 22 major fields ranging 

from chemistry to engineering to economics and business.

We are pleased to announce that there are nine scientists 

from the Christian Medical College, Vellore who are included 

in this prestigious ranking of the most influential people of sci-

ence in the world. Among the scientists listed from CMC, Dr. 

T. Jacob John ranked among the top 200 of the world’s more 

than 49,000 researchers in the field of pediatrics. 

These are additional experts affiliated with CMC and their 

category of expertise:

Dr. T Jacob John Dr. Elwyn Elias –  
Gastroenterology & Hepatology

Dr. K S Jacob – Psychiatry

Dr. Gagandeep Kang –  
Microbiology

Dr. Vedantam Rajshekhar –  
Neurology & Neurosurgery

Dr. Alok Srivastava – Cardiovas-
cular System & Hematology

Dr. P. Tharyan – General &  
Internal Medicine

Dr. Kurien Thomas – General & 
Internal Medicine
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D
espite a pandemic and 

a cyclone that greatly 

affected the Jawadhi Hills, 

CMC has continued to work in this 

area to improve health and provide 

development opportunities. Below are 

snapshots of the Community Health 

and Development (CHAD) team’s 

efforts to provide holistic health and 

socio-economic services and empower 

communities in the Jawadhi Hills. 

Model Villages Program 

The program has started in the 

fourth and last village, Etimarathur. 

While cooperation from the first 

established model village in Koiloor has 

subsided, Vallithathankottai (VTK) and 

Reddikollai continue to make progress. 

Water and Sanitation

Etimarathur is in the phase of toilet 

building: only 7 toilets are complete, 

but 30 toilets are under construction. 

The Government has started providing 

household water connection in Jawadhi, 

and this village has some families with 

a pipeline connection. 50 households 

have piped water connection.

Agriculture

In Reddikollai and Vallithathankollai, 

this would have been the time when the 

harvest would have happened, but due 

to the Nivar cyclone, which severely 

affected the area, only about 20% to 

25% of the crops survived enough to 

harvest. We have made an estimate 

of the damage in the villages and are 

trying to obtain Government aid for the 

affected families. 

Clinical Services

The Veeranopoor healthcare facility 

continues to run every day. Special 

clinics are regularly held, including 

a new orthopedic clinic that is well 

attended. The high-risk ANC clinic is 

also very busy with about 60 to 70 

antenatal women attending each clinic. 

We’re also continuing to run mobile 

clinics with support from health care 

workers. There are now 21 health care 

workers and they have proven a very 

valuable resource for us. 

New Child Development Program

In view of the difficulties experienced 

by the children during the lockdown, we 

have developed a new “Comprehensive 

Development Program for Children 

and Adolescents in the Night Schools”. 

The program is being funded by the 

Vellore CMC Foundation through the 

generous support of a fellow alumni. The 

objective of the night school program 

is to improve access to education, to 

encourage children to remain in school 

and prevent dropouts, early marriage, 

substance abuse and child labor. We 

hope this will be an ongoing program 

for the children.

Jawadhi Hills  
Model Village Update
By Dr. Anuradha Rose, CHAD

30 household toilets are under construction in  
Etimarathur. 

40 piglets were bought for families affected by the 
cyclone to support income generation.

Etimarathur Village meeting

The new progam will support child and adoloscent development
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I
n collaboration with the Vellore CMC 

Foundation, CMC has been actively 

engaged in the roll-out of a USAID 

American Schools and Hospital Abroad 

(ASHA) funded program targeted at 

“Improving Maternal and Neonatal 

Health Outcomes”. The project aims 

to improve the birthing conditions 

and delivery outcomes for all mothers, 

while also focusing on the health of 

babies born with “birth asphyxia”. Birth 

asphyxia occurs when a baby does not 

receive enough oxygen before, during, 

or just after birth.

Utilizing funds received through 

ASHA’s FY2018-awarded grant, CMC 

acquired thirty (30) specialized birthing 

beds for its Obstetrics & Labor rooms, 

a Neonatal Simulation Mannikin for 

the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (ICU) 

training programs, and an Amplitude 

Integrated electroencephalography 

(EEG) and cooling device for the 

Neonatology ICU. The EEG, used for 

monitoring a newborn’s brain function 

in intensive care settings, is critical for 

early diagnosis and treatment decisions.

As a USAID funded program, the 

specialized birthing beds are required 

to meet the same high standards as 

in any U.S.-based maternity hospital. 

They are designed to provide maximum 

accessibility during the pre-and 

postpartum (and postnatal) periods of 

the delivery. The Neonatal Simulator, 

co-created with the American Academy 

of Pediatrics, provides the ability to 

practice in a realistic environment to 

improve patient outcomes by ensuring 

that a highly skilled team will be ready 

to deliver quality care under time-

sensitive and critical circumstances.

CMC has also set a series of “public 

diplomacy” goals designed and 

implemented to create a direct link 

between ASHA development funding 

and America's generosity. Within 

CMC’s ASHA-funded Maternal and 

Neonatal Health program is the 

concerted effort to adopt and share 

American values with its professional 

and patient communities. The shared 

American values focus on promoting an 

open, fair, and equal society for women 

and minorities; generosity/charity; and 

producing evidence-based knowledge 

using science and technology to improve 

health outcomes for women in labor and 

babies born with birth asphyxia.

Through this partnership with USAID 

ASHA, patients in South India will 

receive more dignified care and better 

associated outcomes due to the 

availability of CMC’s newly purchased 

ASHA-funded equipment.

ASHA funded amplitude Integrated electroencephalography (EEG)

Dr. S. Balasubramaniam (Batch ‘58-59) passed away 

on February 10th, 2021 in Anaheim, California, USA. Dr. 

Balasubramaniam, former Foundation board member, was the 

head of Trauma and Emergency Medicine, Professor and Chief 

Physician at King Drew Medical Center. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Ooomen Jacob (CON Batch ’55) passed away 

in Chicago, IL on February 8th, 2021. She worked as a staff 

nurse and then both as a junior and senior tutor at CMC College 

of Nursing from 1960-1966. She completed a degree in MSc 

Nursing in Cleveland Ohio and then returned to India and was 

appointed Associate Professor of Medical Nursing at the CON 

from 1967-1974.

Dr. Ramani Pulimood (Batch ‘53), former Head of Clinical 

Pathology and Blood Bank, CMC, Vellore, wife of Late Dr. 

Benjamin Pulimood, former Principal and Director, CMC, 

Vellore, and mother of Dr. Anna B. Pulimood (Batch ‘82) and 

Dr. Thomas Benjamin Pulimood (Batch ‘87) passed away on 

February 7th, 2021 at Vellore due to age related illness.

Dr. Jacob Peter Verghese (Batch ‘66) passed away on February 

10th, 2021. Dr. Verghese was a brilliant neurologist, beloved by 

his patients and colleagues and judged to be the best neurologist 

in the Southern California area for over two decades.

In Remembrance

USAID/ASHA Funding of CMC’s Maternal and Neonatal Intensive Care 
Units Provides Significant Improvement in Diagnostics and Treatment
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Alumni in the News: Vinciya Pandian, PHD, MBA, MSN, RN
Vinciya Pandian, CON Batch of 1992, was recently appointed as an Editor for the 

Journal of Clinical Nursing and was inducted as a Fellow Ad Eundem of the Facul-

ty of Nursing and Midwifery (FFNMRCSI Ad Eundem) through the Royal College 

of Surgeons in Ireland. Dr. Pandian is internationally known for her clinical exper-

tise in improving the care, safety, and quality of life of tracheostomy patients. Her 

primary scientific work, funded by the National Institute of Nursing Research, 

focuses on identifying signs and symptoms of laryngeal injury post-extubation in 

the intensive care unit. In addition to ICUs, her research expands to community 

(cities of Baltimore and Aberdeen) and global settings (Nigeria). 

In addition to these accomplishments, Dr. Pandian has been an active member of the Foundation’s Board of Di-

rectors and has worked with Dr. Margaret Kumar and Dr. Jane von Gaudecker to support the College of Nursing 

at CMC. Her energy, enthusiasm, and outreach greatly contributed to the successful launch of the Ms. Aleyamma 

Kuruvilla Nursing Scholarship Fund in 2020, which will provide ten (10) full scholarships to underprivileged stu-

dents pursuing a career in nursing. 

Congratulations, Dr. Pandian, and thank you for your ongoing partnership and support!


